
Choose five days this week to set aside 
time to dig deeper into God’s Word with 
these devotions. We hope you’ll make this a 
priority and encourage others in your group 
to do so as well.

Dwell
“Overseer” is used interchangeably in the 
New Testament  with the terms “elder,” 
“pastor,” and “shepherd.” You also learned 
from verse 2 that they must be “able to 
teach” and this is one thing that sets them 
apart from other roles in the church. The 
other qualifications focus more on character 
rather than one’s gifting or ability. This 
reveals that God’s desire is for our churches 
to be led by those who are seeking to grow in 
Christ’s likeness.

.01 WHY DO YOU THINK VERSE 4 
IS IMPORTANT IN THE ROLE OF AN 
OVERSEER? EXPLAIN.

.02 GODLY CHARACTER IS IMPORTANT 
IN ALL BELIEVERS. HOW CAN YOU TAKE 
STEPS TO GROWING IN CHARACTER?

Memorize
Write 1 Timothy 3:13 on a note card and tape 
it to your mirror or carry it in your pocket.

Pray
Thank God for the clear instructions for 
the character qualities of overseers in the 
church. Ask Him to help you grow in Him. 

DEVOTIONS 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7

FOR BIBLE READING

Daily Day One

7 Arrows

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE SAY?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE CHANGE 

THE WAY I RELATE TO 
PEOPLE?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 

ABOUT GOD?

WHAT DID THIS 
PASSAGE MEAN 
TO ITS ORIGINAL 

AUDIENCE?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE PROMPT ME 

TO PRAY?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 

ABOUT MAN?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE DEMAND 

OF ME?
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Dwell
Paul gives his reason for writing in these 
verses and also shares that he hopes to come 
visit soon. In the case he was unable to, he 
wanted to remind Timothy of how people 
should behave in the church. God’s church is 
the “pillar and foundation of the truth.” 

.01 WHAT IS GOD’S HOUSEHOLD?

.02 DO WE HONOR AND TREASURE THE 
CHURCH AS WE SHOULD? EXPLAIN.

Memorize
Quiz yourself on 1 Timothy 3:13 when you 
have a few free moments this week. Consider 
using an app to read it aloud to you.

Pray
Ask God to continue to remind you and the 
members of your church of how they should 
act and uphold God’s church as the “pillar 
and foundation of the truth.”

Dwell
In verses 8-13, we see requirements for 
deacons in the church. Their character is also 
to be tested, and they are to have faithful 
wives who are self-controlled. It would be 
easy for us to think these character qualities 
are just for overseers or deacons, but that is 
not the case. God requires all His children 
to have godly character as mentioned in this 
passage, especially individuals who serve in 
leadership roles in church.

.01 WHAT DOES THE WORD 
“BLAMELESS” IN VERSE 10 MEAN?

.02 HOW CAN WE SEEK TO BE 
BLAMELESS? WHAT SAFEGUARDS DO 
WE NEED TO HAVE IN PLACE IN AREAS 
WHERE WE’RE OFTEN TEMPTED TO SIN 
IN OUR LIVES?

Memorize
Read 1 Timothy 3:13 aloud several times 
today and write it out in your journal.

Pray
Pray for your church and for the current 
overseers/elders and deacons at your church. 
Ask God to help them be blameless in 
their character.

1 TIMOTHY 3:14-151 TIMOTHY 3:8-13
Day Th reeDay Two
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Dwell
The theme of humility continues in verse 6 
and we are reminded to cast our cares on 
God. Then there is a transition in verses 8-9 
to remind us of our Enemy and how we need 
to be alert and prepared to resist the devil. 
We shouldn’t take this lightly, but rather 
very seriously keep in mind the sufferings 
others are undergoing for their faith. In the 
end, God will restore and strengthen us.

.01 HOW IS THE DEVIL DESCRIBED 
IN VERSE 8 AND HOW ARE WE 
INSTRUCTED TO RESPOND IN VERSE 9?

.02 WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL 
WAYS YOU NEED TO RESIST 
TEMPTATION? HOW MIGHT YOU SEEK 
ACCOUNTABILITY AS YOU DO SO?

Memorize
Take some time to dwell on the truth of 
1 Timothy 3:13 and its implications for you.

Pray
As you pray, ask God to help you to be alert 
and ready to resist the devil this week.

1 PETER 5:6-11
Day Five

Dwell
In this passage Peter uses the term shepherd 
to describe how church leaders are to guide 
and lead the flock. They should oversee 
willingly, not out of greed for money. In 
other words, they ought to serve the church 
out of love for God and others. We are also 
reminded to be subject to elders and to put 
on humility. God gives grace to the humble.

.01 WHAT IS VERSE 4 REFERRING TO?

.02 HOW WILL YOU CLOTHE 
YOURSELF WITH HUMILITY TOWARD 
OTHERS THIS WEEK?

Memorize
Ask a friend or family member to quiz you on 
1 Timothy 3:13. Continue to practice reciting 
it throughout the week.

Pray
Ask God to help you to walk in humility 
and to open your eyes to how He would 
have you learn from and invest in people in 
your church. 

1 PETER 5:1-5
Day Four
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