
10 Middle School Option

Deuteronomy  
6:1-13

THE GREAT 
COMMAND

FOCUS
We live in a culture of strong words—people often have a lot to say, but what 
do words really mean if they are not backed up with action? For instance, you 
might profess your deep love or appreciation for someone but if you aren’t 
willing to go out of your way to help, serve, or care for that person, can your 
words really be trusted? What about with God? If we really love HIm, how will 
that impact our behavior? One of the primary ways God calls us to show our 
love for Him is by obeying His commands. Our obedience to God demonstrates 
our love for Him. And truthfully, unless we love Him, our obedience will be 
short-lived. Love is the root of all obedience. We should root all we do in our 
love for our good God.

Love is the root of all obedience. 
We should root all we do in 
our love for our good God.

This week’s

TRUTH
Central
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10
.01 HAVE YOU EVER HEARD THE PHRASE, “ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN 
WORDS”? WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

.02 DO YOU THINK THIS IS TRUE? EXPLAIN.

Talk it out

Begin by reading 
through the 
passage.

EXPLORATION
Deuteronomy 6:1-13 

1 “This is the command—the statutes and ordinances—the LORD your God 
has commanded me to teach you, so that you may follow them in the land 
you are about to enter and possess. 2 Do this so that you may fear the 
LORD your God all the days of your life by keeping all his statutes and 
commands I am giving you, your son, and your grandson, and so that you 
may have a long life. 3 Listen, Israel, and be careful to follow them, so 
that you may prosper and multiply greatly, because the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, has promised you a land flowing with milk and honey.

4 “Listen, Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
6 These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. 7 Repeat 
them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when 
you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Bind 
them as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. 
9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your city gates.

10 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your 
fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that he would give you—a land with 
large and beautiful cities that you did not build, 11 houses full of 
every good thing that you did not fill them with, cisterns that you 
did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant—and 
when you eat and are satisfied, 12 be careful not to forget the LORD 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. 
13 Fear the LORD your God, worship him, and take your oaths in his name.
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.03 WHAT DID GOD EXPECT OF HIS PEOPLE AS THEY ENTERED 
THE LAND HE HAD PREPARED FOR THEM?

.04 WHAT COULD THE ISRAELITES EXPECT IF THEY OBEYED 
GOD’S LAW IN THE LAND HE HAD GIVEN THEM?

 
 
 
 
.05 WHAT DOES GOD COMMAND IN THESE TWO VERSES? WHY ARE THESE TWO 
COMMANDS SO IMPORTANT?

.06 HOW CAN YOU TELL IF YOU LOVE SOMEONE OR SOMETHING MORE THAN 
GOD? HOW MIGHT LOVING GOD MOST PRACTICALLY HELP US LOVE OTHER 
PEOPLE BETTER?

Deuteronomy 6:1-3

CONVERSATION

LITERARY CONTEXT
The promised land was not 
literally flowing with rivers 
full of milk and honey. This 
description at the end of verse 3 
is a figurative way of saying that 
the land was good and would 
be fruitful for God’s people. 
Milk and honey are the product 
of nature, both of which would 
have made the original readers 
think back to the garden, which 
was good for food and yet 
also a place God expected His 
people to work, keep, and be 
fruitful in. This description also 
stands in contrast to Egypt, 
which was a desert land that 
had to be irrigated (Deut. 11:10; 
Num. 13:23).

Reflect and 
respond.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
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.07 HOW IS THE COMMAND TO LOVE GOD WITH ALL OUR 
HEART, SOUL, AND STRENGTH GOOD NEWS? 

.08 WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO LOVE GOD WITH ALL OUR 
HEART, SOUL, AND STRENGTH ON A DAILY BASIS? WHAT ARE 
SOME PRACTICAL WAYS WE CAN DO THIS?

.09 IF SOMEONE WERE TO GUESS WHAT YOU LOVE BASED ON WHAT YOU  
TALK ABOUT THE MOST, WHAT WOULD THEY SAY?

.10 WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT WE NOT ONLY LOVE GOD MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, BUT ALSO 
THAT WE ENCOURAGE OTHER PEOPLE TO DO THE SAME?

Deuteronomy 6:6-13
Journal your response here.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
The people of Canaan in 
Moses’ day were almost all 
pagan—they worshiped many 
gods. This was also true of 
Egypt. Ancient people would 
worship these gods mostly out 
of a desire to get something 
from them. For instance, people 
would worship the gods of 
the skies in hopes of getting 
enough rain for an abundant 
harvest, or they might make 
sacrifices to the gods of life 
and fertility in hopes of having 
a son to carry on the family line. 
In contrast to such worldviews, 
the God of the Bible calls us 
to a loving relationship with 
Him and commands us to let 
our every action be motivated 
by love.

80 // Explore the Bible: Students



NOW WHAT?

.11 WHAT IS ONE STEP YOU COULD TAKE THIS WEEK TO LOVE GOD MORE THAN 
YOU DO RIGHT NOW?

.12 WHAT KEEPS YOU FROM LOVING GOD MORE THAN YOU DO RIGHT NOW?

.13 HOW DOES YOUR LIFE NEED TO CHANGE FOR YOU TO LOVE GOD WITH ALL 
YOUR HEART, SOUL, AND STRENGTH?

.14 WHAT DO WE COMMUNICATE TO GOD AND TO OTHERS WHEN WE ARE 
EXCITED TO TALK ABOUT GOD AND THE GOOD NEWS ABOUT JESUS?

CENTRAL
TRUTH

Love is the root of all 
obedience. We should 
root all we do in our 
love for our good God.

How does 
this apply to  
your life?
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Choose five days this week to set aside 
time to dig deeper into God’s Word with 
these devotions. We hope you’ll make this a 
priority and encourage others in your group 
to do so as well.

Dwell
.01 WHAT REASONS OR INCENTIVES 
ARE GIVEN FOR THE ISRAELITES TO 
OBEY GOD’S COMMANDS (VV. 2-3)?

.02 WHAT MOTIVATES YOUR 
OBEDIENCE TO GOD? HOW MIGHT 
YOUR MOTIVES NEED TO CHANGE?

Deuteronomy 6:1-3 is the opening to one of 
the most quoted and important verses in the 
Old Testament. Here, once again, God speaks 
to His people through Moses, calling them 
to faithfulness to His law and promising 
blessings for doing so. The goal of all this 
was to cultivate a fear of God (v. 2). The 
fear in mind here is not terror so much as 
reverential awe.

Memorize
Ask a friend or family member to memorize 
Deuteronomy 6:5 with you this week. Quiz 
each other several times during the week. 

Pray
Thank God for who He is and spend some 
time praising Him for all He’s done in 
your life.

DEUT. 6:1-3

FOR BIBLE READING

Day One

7 Arrows

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE SAY?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE CHANGE 

THE WAY I RELATE TO 
PEOPLE?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 

ABOUT GOD?

WHAT DID THIS 
PASSAGE MEAN 
TO ITS ORIGINAL 

AUDIENCE?

HOW DOES THIS 
PASSAGE PROMPT ME 

TO PRAY?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE TELL US 

ABOUT MAN?

WHAT DOES THIS 
PASSAGE DEMAND 

OF ME?

DEVOTIONS
Daily
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Dwell
.01 WHY DID MOSES DRAW THE PEOPLE 
OF ISRAEL’S ATTENTION TO THE MANY 
GIFTS GOD WOULD GIVE THEM IN THE 
PROMISED LAND?

.02 WHAT DID GOD COMMAND IN 
VERSES 13-14? WHAT MIGHT OBEYING 
THIS LOOK LIKE FOR YOU TODAY?

Our God has blessed us in so many ways 
that we are often blind to because of our 
own selfishness. We must remember 
that everything we have is a gift from 
Him. We must also remember that God is 
jealous—not in any kind of petty way, but 
jealous for our love and worship which He 
rightly deserves. 

Memorize
Use a dry erase marker to write 
Deuteronomy 6:53 on a mirror somewhere 
you’ll see it daily. Erase a few words each day 
until you’ve committed it to memory.

Pray
Ask God to turn you heart toward Him and 
focus your affections on Him. 

Dwell
This passage is known by many as the 
“Shema”—the Hebrew word for “hear” which 
starts this section. Jesus would cite this 
passage when asked which is the greatest 
command in the law (Matt. 22:36-40). This 
passage not only helps us see the heart 
behind God’s law, but also the importance 
of continually reminding ourselves and our 
families of its value.

.01 WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT WE 
BELIEVE THAT GOD IS ONE?

.02 WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE TO LOVE 
GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, SOUL, 
AND STRENGTH?  

Memorize
Break Deuteronomy 6:5 down into several 
parts to memorize. Then attempt to recite it 
aloud from memory. 

Pray
Ask God to help you grow in your love for 
Him this week. 

DEUT. 6:10-19DEUT. 6:4-9
Day ThreeDay Two
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Dwell
At first glance this passage might seem harsh 
to you. It is important to remember that the 
command to destroy in verse 1 is limited to a 
particular time and place in history. However, 
there is a lesson for us with regard to how we 
respond to idolatry. We must not tolerate it in 
our hearts and when we discover it there, we 
must repent quickly. Our God, after all, has 
chosen us to be His people and to shine His 
love to the world through us.

.01 WHY WAS GOD SO CONCERNED 
THAT HIS PEOPLE MAKE EVERY EFFORT 
TO AVOID IDOLATRY?

.02 LOOK AT VERSE 6, WHAT REASON 
DOES GOD GIVE THE ISRAELITES NOT 
TO WORSHIP IDOLS? HOW DOES THIS 
APPLY TO YOU?

Memorize
Check in with your friend or family member 
from Day 1 and continue to challenge each 
other to commit Deuteronomy 6:5 to memory.

Pray
Ask God to help you take seriously the sin 
in your heart and to make every effort to 
repent from it. 

DEUT. 7:1-11
Day Five

Dwell
.01 WHY DO YOU THINK DEUTERONOMY 
CONSTANTLY POINTS US BACK TO 
THE WAY GOD DELIVERED ISRAEL OUT 
OF SLAVERY? 

.02 HOW MIGHT REMINDING YOURSELF 
OF GOD’S WORK IN YOUR LIFE AND HIS 
OFFER OF SALVATION HELP YOU TO 
GROW IN YOUR WALK WITH HIM?

Like the Israelites, we too are susceptible 
to forget the many ways God has helped, 
provided for, and guided us. God is always at 
work redeeming and growing everyone who 
has trusted Christ as Lord and Savior. Ask 
Him to help you remember that He is at work 
and to trust Him to work in and through you 
to make you more like Jesus.

Memorize
Go somewhere quiet and read Deuteronomy 6:5  
aloud several times. Note key words and 
think of an image or hand motion to help 
you memorize the verse.

Pray
Thank God for His presence in your life and 
ask Him to help you trust Him more. 

DEUT. 6:20-25
Day Four
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